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Bargue's drawing course

A classic drawing course from 19th-century Paris - all the plates and a
gsuide, free.

Short edition - 197 plates in three parts

Plate I-44 (detail). Source gallica.bnf.fr / BnF

Scan the code or go to

steenstoolbox.dk/bargue

L -y

Steens Toolbox - steenstoolbox.dk/bargue Source gallica.bnffr / BnF - Charles Bargue (with Jean-Léon Géréme)


https://steenstoolbox.dk/bargue#I-44
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https://steenstoolbox.dk/bargue
https://steenstoolbox.dk/bargue

About the course

Bargue's drawing course is a set of 197 plates that students at 19th-century art schools were to copy
before moving on to drawing from plaster casts and the live model. The plates were drawn and
lithographed by Charles Bargue in collaboration with the painter Jean-Léon Gérome. They were published
in Paris between about 1867 and 1873.

The course is built up step by step: from eyes, noses and hands, via heads, to full figures. Many plates
show both a simple outline of straight lines and the finished, shaded drawing, so you can see the path
from the big shapes to the details.

Vincent van Gogh taught himself figure drawing using the course, and today it is once again in use in
classical drawing schools. The course is also available as a book (see "The course today"). Here you can
see all the plates and download them at full size for printing.

The thumbnails give an overview. The full-size plates for printing are downloaded from the website - tap a thumbnail, or go
to the address under it.
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Part 1- After plaster casts (70 plates)

Parts of the face, hands and feet, heads, torsos and full figures, drawn from plaster casts of classical and
later sculpture. Start here.

1-02 1-04 1-05
Eyes Mouths Noses Ears Profile of the foot
steenstoolbox.dk/bargue#l-01 steenstoolbox.dk/bargue#l-02 steenstoolbox.dk/bargue#l-03 steenstoolbox.dk/bargue#l-04 steenstoolbox.dk/bargue#1-05
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Heels Foot of the gladiator Foot of the Medici Venus Sole of the foot Foot of Germanicus
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I 1-12 1-13 | 1-15
Hands in profile Closed hand and leaning ha... Hand of Voltaire Hand holding a whetstone Hand of a woman pressing ...
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I-16 1-17 | 1-19 1-20
Hand of a woman holding a... Arm of a man, horizontal po... Arm of a man, vertical positi... Flexed forearm of a man Child's arm, interior view
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1-41 1-42 1-43 1-44 1-45
The Capitoline Ariadne Children, by Francois Flama...  Faustina Psyché of Naples Capitoline Ariadne
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1-46 1-47 1-48 1-49 1-50
Young boy Head of a horse Phocion Agrippa Marcus Brutus
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1-51 1-52 1-53 1-55
Jupiter Trophonius Lucius Junius Brutus Young woman. Life cast Homer Belvedere Torso, rear view
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Male torso, back view Female torso, three-quarter... Milo of Crotone, by Pierre P...  Vatican Amazon, draped Male torso, three-quarter vi...
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Part 2 - After the masters (67 plates)

Copies of drawings by masters from different periods and schools.

Parts 2 and 3 contain many drawings of nude models. This was - and is - a normal part of drawing training.
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Part 3 - Charcoal exercises (6O plates)

Academies (drawings of nude models) as preparation for drawing from the live model.
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Sources and rights

Charles Bargue (with Jean-Léon Gérdme): Cours de dessin, Paris 1867-70. The plates are reproduced from the Bibliothéque
nationale de France (BnF) via Gallica. Source gallica.bnf.fr / BnF.

The works are in the public domain. Under Gallica's terms of use the images may be used freely and at no cost for non-
commercial purposes, as long as the source credit is kept. Commercial use requires a licence from the BnF.

Plates II-08 and 11I-32 are missing from the Gallica edition and will be added later.

The text and the compilation are made by Steens Toolbox and published under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
(creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0): you may share and copy it - including this PDF, for example for a drawing
class - as long as it is complete and unchanged, with credit and not commercially. The plates themselves are in the public
domain and follow Gallica's terms above. If you are unsure what you may do, write to me under "Bug or idea?" on
steenstoolbox.dk.

The text draws on, among others, the BnF catalogue, the Van Gogh letters (vangoghletters.org), the Art Renewal Center, the
Musée Picasso Paris and sightsize.com.

Transparency

The content, message and thoughts in this guide are mine, but | use Al to help me put them into words.
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